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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
* The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6,021,397 Jones et al in view of Investing for Retirement: Using the Past to Model the Future, 
hereinafter, Bierwirth. 

As to Claim 1, Jones discloses the invention substantially as claimed as in a method for 
evaluating financial plans (Abstract) the steps of: 

Receiving from a user financial plan information, comprising a predetermined initial 
value of an investment (Col. 18, lines 27-29), at least one predetermined contribution amount at a 
predetermined contribution time (Col. 18, line 21 and Col. 18, lines 43-48), at least one 
predetermined withdrawal amount at a predetermined withdrawal time subsequent to the 
predetermined contribution time (Col. 22, lines 56-60) and a plan duration (Col. 17, line 36-43 
and Col. 18, lines 27-28); 

Presenting calculated investment values using results of said steps (Col. 20, lines 7-30). 

Jones does not specifically disclose the detail of simulating historical performance of a 
portfolio to analyze financial plans. Birwirth discloses these particular features as follows: 
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Selecting a first historical commencement date for a simulation of performance of a 
financial plan consistent with financial plan information (Page 3, lines 24-26); 

Using historical market data commencing from said first historical commencement date, 
calculating the changes in said predetermined initial value of an investment for each time period 
in one or more series of successive historical time periods including allowing for said 
predetermined contribution amount and said predetermined withdrawal amount continuing until 
an expiration of the plan duration (Page 3 5 lines 35-38); and 

Selecting a plurality of second historical commencement dates and repeating the 
foregoing steps of calculation commencing with each of said second historical commencement 
dates (Page 3, lines 29-32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified the financial plan analysis of Jones with the historical analysis of 
Birwirth because of the improved performance resulting from this historical approach. These 
benefits are specifically set out by Birwirth as follows. Birwirth describes problems with 
unrealistic assumptions of traditional financial plans at the last paragraph of page 1 and describes 
the solution to this problem as using the historical investment experience of others to produce 
more realistic and useful retirement modeling. See particularly the Conclusion at page 6 of 
Birwirth. 

Random selection of data in simulations and multiple (e.g., third and fourth "runs") are 
old and well known in the modeling arts; the Examiner makes these assertions having studied 
computer simulation as a specialization in a Masters Degree program. The Examiner has 
executed simulations on computers having thousands of iterations. 
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Concerning Claims 2, 9 and 15, Jones et al disclose the presentation of results at Col. 4, 
lines 24-34 and Col. 11, lines 7-10. 

Regarding Claims 3, 10 and 16, Jones discloses multiple asset categories and distinct 
historical data at Fig. 4 and Col. 12, line 54 to Col. 13, line 41. 

As to Claims 4, 11 and 17, comparison of results of calculation to a goal would be 
obvious to assess performance of the modeled financial plan. 

Concerning Claims 5, 12 and 18, Jones discloses adjustment for taxes at Fig. 3 and Col. 
8, lines 1-13 

With respect to Claims 6, 13 and 19, Jones et al teach the entry of initial investment 
values and allocation to asset categories at Col. 5, line 50 to Col. Col. 7, line 10. 

Concerning Claim 7, see the discussion of plural runs in the rejection of Claim 1. 

As to Claims 8 and 14, see the discussion of Claiml; Jones discloses system and storage 
media at Col. 4, line 60 to Col. 5, line 49. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 2, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-19 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Bierwirth. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Kyle whose telephone number is (571) 272-6746. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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